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Maricopa County, named after the Maricopa Tribe, was created
from portions of Pima and Yavapai counties in 1871. It was the
fifth county formed in Arizona, and eventually portions were used to create Gila and Pinal counties. In the late 19th
century, citizens living far south of Prescott, the territorial capital and site of the Territorial Legislature, petitioned for a more
local seat of government. Residents of the Salt River Valley and the Gila River area wanted a new county in their
respective locations. After weighing both proposals, the legislature agreed with the Salt River Valley group and created
Maricopa County. In 1889, Phoenix became the final site of the territorial capital and retains its status as Arizona’s capital
city. More than half of the state’s population resides in Maricopa County, which includes the cities of Phoenix, Mesa,
Glendale, Scottsdale, Tempe, Chandler, Peoria and the town of Gilbert. This metropolitan area is the state’s major center
of political and economic activity. In addition to housing the state capital, the county is home to a growing high-tech
industry; manufacturing and agricultural industries; 15 institutions of higher learning, including Arizona State University
and the Thunderbird Garvin School of International Management; various cultural attractions; major league professional
basketball (Phoenix Suns and Phoenix Mercury), football (Arizona Cardinals), hockey (Phoenix Coyotes) and baseball’s
2001 World Champion Arizona Diamondbacks; and Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport, fifth busiest in the world with
over 1,300 daily flights. Today Maricopa County measures 9,222 square miles, 98 square miles of which is water. Twenty-
nine percent of this area is owned individually or by corporation, and 28 percent is owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management. The U.S. Forest Service and the State of Arizona each control 11 percent of the county; an additional 16
percent is owned by other public entities. Almost 5 percent is Indian reservation land.
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POPULATION

2000 2010 2023 (est.)
Maricopa County 3,072,149 3,824,058 4,507,419

Office of Economic Opportunity

SALES TAX / TRANSACTION PRIVILEGE TAX

Maricopa County 0.70%
State 5.60%

Arizona Dept. of Revenue & Arizona Tax Research Foundation

LABOR FORCE

2000 2010 2022
Civilian Labor Force 1,598,108 1,919,590 2,311,889
Unemployed 51,697 182,826 103,031
Unemployment Rate 3.2% 9.5% 4.5%

Office of Economic Opportunity

WORKFORCE EDUCATION ATTAINMENT

Count Share
Less than high school 342,904 11.6%
High school or equivalent, no college 659,883 22.4%
Some college or Associate degree 962,993 32.6%
Bachelor's degree or advanced degree 986,590 33.4%

American Community Survey

INDUSTRY (RANKED BY EMPLOYMENT)

Count Share
Education, health care & social
assistance

442,386 20.8%

Professional, scientific, & administrative
services 287,084 13.5%

Retail trade 253,947 11.9%
Finance, insurance & real estate 218,886 10.3%
Arts, entertainment, food & recreation
services

209,643 9.8%

Manufacturing 157,958 7.4%
Construction 154,066 7.2%
Transportation, warehousing, & utilities 119,967 5.6%
Other services, except public
administration

98,756 4.6%

Public administration 79,921 3.8%
Wholesale trade 53,543 2.5%
Information 41,472 1.9%
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting, &
mining

11,177 0.5%

American Community Survey

This profile was prepared by the Arizona Commerce Authority in cooperation with local sources. For further information, please contact:

Greater Phoenix Economic Council
2 N. Central Avenue, Suite 2500
Phoenix, AZ 85004
Phone: 6022567700
Email: info@gpec.org
Website: http://www.gpec.org

ACA has partnered with APS to provide you with Arizona Prospector, a free database to access available real estate
opportunities in rural Arizona. Click here to access available properties in this county.

https://www.arizonaprospector.com/

