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Greenlee County, Arizona’s 14th county, was created in 1909 by an act of the 25th Territorial Assembly. The
county was formed from the eastern portion of Graham County and named for Mason Greenlee, an early
settler in the Clifton area. There was significant resistance to the formation of the new county because
Graham County would lose considerable revenue as a result. As a compromise, Greenlee County was
considerably smaller than originally proposed. Clifton is, and has always been, the county seat. Copper ore
was discovered in the Clifton area in 1869, and claims and mines were established two years later. By 1918,
most of the early copper mines – the King at Metcalf, the Longfellow claim near Clifton, the Shannon Copper
Company holdings at Morenci – had been absorbed by the Arizona Copper Company. Later, Arizona Copper
was purchased by Phelps Dodge Corp., which had developed its own mining and smelting interests in
Morenci. Phelps Dodge merged with Freeport McMoRan, which remains a major employer in the county.
The topography consists of high mountain ranges, river valleys and desert terrain. The famed Coronado Trail
(U.S. 191) twists and turns 117 miles from Clifton (elevation 3,466) north to Springerville in Apache County
(elevation 6,856 feet) and affords breathtaking, panoramic views. In addition to the major contribution copper
makes to the county’s economy, ranching, agriculture and tourism are factors as well. Apache National Forest
in the northern half of the county is home to deer, elk, antelope and bear. Hannagan Meadow, at 9,092 feet,
and the Blue Range Primitive Area are popular for hunters and campers. Greenlee County covers 1,848
square miles and is only one of three counties in Arizona without an Indian Reservation. The vast majority of
land is government-owned. The U.S. Forest Service controls 64 percent; the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management, 15 percent; the state of Arizona, 15 percent; individual or corporate ownership, only 7 percent
and other public lands make up the remaining 1 percent.
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POPULATION

2000 2010 2023 (est.)
Greenlee County 8,547 8,440 9,593

Office of Economic Opportunity

SALES TAX / TRANSACTION PRIVILEGE TAX

Greenlee County 0.50%
State 5.60%

Arizona Dept. of Revenue & Arizona Tax Research Foundation



LABOR FORCE

2000 2010 2022
Civilian Labor Force 3,921 3,439 4,343
Unemployed 165 564 174
Unemployment Rate 4.2% 16.4% 4.0%

Office of Economic Opportunity

WORKFORCE EDUCATION ATTAINMENT

Count Share
Less than high school 849 14.8%
High school or equivalent, no college 1,742 30.4%
Some college or Associate degree 2,170 37.9%
Bachelor's degree or advanced degree 960 16.8%

American Community Survey

INDUSTRY (RANKED BY EMPLOYMENT)

Count Share
Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting, & mining 1,585 39.4%
Education, health care & social assistance 681 16.9%
Construction 367 9.1%
Retail trade 328 8.1%
Arts, entertainment, food & recreation services 270 6.7%
Professional, scientific, & administrative services 233 5.8%
Finance, insurance & real estate 163 4.0%
Public administration 140 3.5%
Other services, except public administration 122 3.0%
Transportation, warehousing, & utilities 86 2.1%
Manufacturing 39 1.0%
Wholesale trade 11 0.3%

American Community Survey

This profile was prepared by the Arizona Commerce Authority in cooperation with local sources. For further information, please contact:

ACA has partnered with APS to provide you with Arizona Prospector, a free database to access
available real estate
opportunities in rural Arizona. Click here to access available properties in this county.

https://www.arizonaprospector.com/

